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Context and objectives - Context

 The Central Balance Sheet Office collects 
320.000 annual accounts from 295.000 non 
financial companies

 85% of them already filed structured data files

 Transition to IAS/IFRS
 The foreseeable transition to IAS/IFRS for statutory 

accounts implies more flexibility

 Consolidated accounts of quoted companies: 115 
companies concerned 
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Context and objectives - Why XBRL

 Purposes of the XBRL project
 Introduce flexibility in the process

 Make the maintenance easier

 Harmonize the data format and exchange with other 
regulators

 Prepare the electronic filing of annual accounts 
drawn up according to IAS/IFRS
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Process - Modules

 Belgian Gaap
Taxonomy

Data Entry Module (Sofista 2007)

 Assistance

 Data processed in order to draw up statistics
Validation Module

 Publication according to the legal mission
Rendering Module
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Process - Data Entry - Features

 "On line" application - SOFISTA 2007
 Allowing a company to fill in the data of its annual account
 Allowing upload of an XBRL file build with another 

application
 Validating the data according to technical and legal 

requirements
 Displaying the annual account as it will be published (PDF 

file) according to the legal template
 Creating a valid output file ready to be filed
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Process - Data Entry - Layout (1)
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Process - Data Entry - Layout (2)
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Process - Validation

 Validation of instance documents
 XML validation (well formed document)
 XBRL validation (according to the taxonomy)
 CBSO validation (supplementary protocol)

 Module used at two levels
 To validate an instance document in the data entry application
 To validate an instance document in the filing application

 "In house" development
 Too many specific checks 
 "Formula" not yet available
 To be integrated in an existing process
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Process - Rendering

Legal mission
 Annual accounts have to be published according to a 

formal template
 Availability as PDF file

Objectives
 To reproduce the restrictive layout of annual accounts
 to insert most of the rendering parameters in the 

taxonomy instead of managing them outside,
 to allow multilingualism
 to reduce processing time when there is a new 

taxonomy version.
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Evaluation - Figures

 Sofista 2007 - Data Entry (Last week of may)

 15.000 temporary files saved
 4.500 valid files saved
 6.000 files uploaded

 Filing (From 2 April till 31 May)

 15.000 annual accounts filed through Internet
 14.000 xbrl files (23 % build with Sofista)

 1.000 PDF files
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Evaluation - Lessons learned

 Importance of the communication
 Website
 With the software vendors
 With the end-users

 Underestimation of implementation issues
 Interaction with other applications and platforms
 Security issues



15

Communication - Website

 Extensive information about the taxonomy 
available on the website of XBRL Belgium.

 Taxonomy files, 
 Instance documents based on real cases
 A user guide

 Technical documents
 Protocol
 New template
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Communication – Interaction with Software 
vendors

Why they were involved
 70% of the annual accounts filed electronically are produced with 

software developed by private companies
 The success of the project depended also from their ability to 

produce valid instance documents as from April 2007

How they were involved
 Feedback on the taxonomy through the WG
 Personal contact to propose a "test service"
 Application available in a test environment as from February 2007
 Participation of the CBSO in the road shows organized for their 

customers



17

Communication - End users

 Road shows to professionals 
 Accountants associations
 Software vendors

41 presentations

4.700 participants

 Helpdesk 
 Technical and functional
 Website - FAQ's
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Next steps

 June 2007
 Add some features

 March 2008
 XBRL application for "non for profit organizations"
 Versioning 
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Contacts

 National Bank of Belgium
Central Balance Sheet Office

Helpdesk.ba@nbb.be

    http://www.xbrl.be

  XBRL Belgium


